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Lough Eske LCA 39 is characterized by rolling fertile agricultural lands trimmed with 

deciduous hedgerow and trees intersected by a network of minor county roads that fall 

inwards towards the large inland lake of Lough Eske, set against the backdrop of the 

Bluestack Mountains. Ancient deciduous woodland covers a large area set back from 

Lough Eske within the north and west of the area, whilst the area adjacent to and 

surrounding the lake is primarily good quality agricultural lands of both regular and 

irregular shaped hedge trimmed fields.  There is much evidence of historic activity within 

this landscape not least the large demesne landscape and castle within the south west of 

this LCA that has been recently extended and converted to use as a hotel, one of two 

lakeside hotels within this LCA.    

Landscape Character types 
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Landscape Characteristics 

Land Form and Land Cover 

• Complex geology of schist, limestone, sandstone and Breccia underlie a 900acre 

freshwater lake and surrounding rolling, fertile agricultural lands and upland areas of 

peat and heath. 

• This sheltered LCA is surrounded on three sides by Burns Mountain, Bluestack 

Mountains and Tawnawully Mountains and faces south over a fertile drumlin 

agricultural landscape towards Donegal Bay. 

• Small islands within the Lough are covered in dense deciduous trees and foliage, 

O’Donnell Island within the south of the lake is the site of a castle and bawn. 

Settlements 

There are no settlements within this LCA 

History, Culture and Heritage 

• Numerous archaeological structures and sites throughout the area, including a 

number of Recorded Monuments.  

• Site of a friary from the 17th Century on the western shores of the Lough. 

• Lough Eske Castle is now a hotel and was a manor house of the ‘Brooke estate’ that 

sits within a large demesne landscape dating back to the 17th century. 

• Important vernacular and imposed built heritage including 3 RPS structures and 24 

NIAH. 

• Historic Landscape Characterisation identifies Lough Eske as a large natural inland 

water body (Generic HLC-type), with an important area of ancient and mixed 

woodland on its northern and western shores, surrounded by Straight-sided and 

surveyed rectilinear fields.  It highlights the importance of fishing on the Lough 

historically and today, for salmon, sea trout and char. 

Access and Recreation  

• The N15 cuts through the east of this LCA along a northeast-southwest axis from 

Barnesmore Gap towards Donegal Town; from this a county road almost completely 

circumnavigates the lake off which lanes, tracks and walkways radiate. 

• Strong Tourism and leisure industry focused on the aesthetic and physical landscape. 

• Fishing, angling centre and jetty on pier in the Lough with restricted boast access for 

anglers.  

• Established hotels alongside the Lough. 

Biodiversity 

• Ecologically important landscape containing 711.4ha of Natura 2000 sites (SAC & 

SPA) and 569.9ha of pNHA sites. 

• A number of rivers flow into and from Lough Eske and these along with the tree and 

hedge lined fields, lanes and roadways form important biodiversity links. 

• Ancient woodlands to the north and west of this LCA are extremely important 

ecologically and are designated SAC. 

Forces for change 

• Linear development along the rural road network 

• Tourism related developments  

• Impact of any telecommunications and infrastructural development in the nearby 

Bluestack Mountains.  

• Renewable energy 

• Maintaining the view from designated viewpoint at Barnesmore Gap. 


